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Although the International Society for Stem Cell Research
(ISSCR) was founded only 5 years ago, it has quickly
established itself as the preeminent organization promot-
ing scientific exchange among stem cell scientists world-
wide. The recent annual meeting in Cairns, Australia was
a huge success, bringing together over 1900 delegates
from around the world to share their latest data in this
exciting field. The isolation of embryonic stem cells by
nuclear transfer in rhesus monkeys and updates on cellu-
lar reprogramming by defined genetic factors are but two
of the many ground-breaking results that were presented
at the meeting. We will bring you a review of the meeting
by Drs. Stuart Orkin and Martin Pera in the September
issue of Cell Stem Cell.
I am excited to begin my term as President of the ISSCR
and in this capacity continue my involvement in the soci-
ety. I follow on from Dr. Paul Simmons, who I would like
to thank for his noteworthy efforts over the past year,
culminating in the successful meeting in Cairns. As we en-
ter our 6th year, I will work to preserve and strengthen the
foundation that Paul and his predecessors have laid for
the society.
To ensure ongoing success, the ISSCR will need to
evolve.We are experiencing exciting yet challenging times
in stem cell research. There is not only tremendous prom-
ise but also high expectations and unprecedented public
scrutiny. This places an extraordinary responsibility on
the ISSCR to advance our core mission: to promote fun-
damental knowledge and human health, and to advocate
for stem cell science and scientists worldwide.
First and foremost, the ISSCR must protect its core
intellectual mission: to organize the preeminent forum for
communication among the international community of
stem cell scientists. We are already planning for the next
annual meeting in Philadelphia (June 11–14 of next year).
Dr. Ihor Lemischka is chairing the Program committee,
and we plan to convene another stellar cast of speakers.
We must also extend our impact as an organization
promoting scientific communication. This year, for the first
time, the ISSCR will cosponsor a meeting with a consor-
tium of Chinese scientific organizations led by the Shang-
hai Institutes for Biological Sciences and the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, to be held November 6–9, 2007
in Shanghai, China. The ISSCR will be exploring opportu-
nities for collaboration with other scientific societies in
regional settings in the future.
Our Society includes the world’s leading stem cell re-
searchers and has been largely focused on basic science.
We will never compromise our commitment to the highest
standards of science. However, to strengthen the impact
that the ISSCR can have on human health and the future
of medicine, we would like to recruit more translational,
clinical, and industrial scientists engaged in bringing
stem cells to patients and present more of their most com-
pelling results at our meetings.Second, the ISSCR encourages international scientific
collaboration and is committed to fostering responsible
and ethical conduct of stem cell research and the transla-
tion of this research into the clinic. In the last year, the
ISSCR published the ISSCR Guidelines for the Conduct
of Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research, with the
expressed purpose to provide a uniform set of principles
and an ethical framework that we hope all stem cell scien-
tists will embrace. Over the next year, we will continue to
spread the word of these guidelines and to make them
more relevant to practitioners worldwide. Our Ethics and
Public Policy committee, chaired by Dr. Insoo Hyun, is
already engaged in interpreting and extending the guide-
lines in the areas of chimera research; we include in the
ISSCR pages this month an initial commentary on the
issues pertinent to human-nonhuman chimera studies, an
excellent resource for researchoversight bodies. Thecom-
mittee will continue to author other advisory reports over
the course of the coming year. Our Standards committee,
which helped formulate the guidelines pertinent to banking
and characterization of human ESCs, will now turn its at-
tention to establishing a worldwide registry of human
ESCs. This effort will involve a collaboration with the Inter-
national Stem Cell Initiative (ISCI) of the International Stem
Cell Forum, andPeter Andrews—akey leader of the ISCI—
has agreed to chair the Standards Committee to oversee
this effort. We are also planning another dedicated task
force for the coming year to provideguidanceon regulation
and oversight of clinical translation of stem cell research.
Third, this year we established a relationship between
the ISSCR and Cell Stem Cell. Given the high standards
of Cell Press, Cell Stem Cell will invariably be a forum for
the highest quality papers in our field. Cell Stem Cell will
complement our web site as a forum for communication
to our membership; the ISSCR will publish material every
month that will range from reviews of the annual meeting,
to policy statements from the leadership, to scholarly
works on stem cell ethics and policy. As members of the
ISSCR, you are offered a discount on this journal, and
we hope that you will all take advantage of this.
Lastly, this year we will establish a Global Advisory
Council comprised of leading international business
leaders and policy makers to advise us on the strategic
directionof our society and tohelp us forgeaplan toensure
the financial health of the society. The success of the
ISSCR and our capacity to initiate new programs rests
on building our resources. Robert Klein, a driving force be-
hind the California Institute for RegenerativeMedicine, has
been instrumental in helping us build theCouncil. Together
with Robert Klein and the Global Advisory Council, we will
formulate ambitious goals for the ISSCRanda plan to raise
the additional funds necessary to realize these goals.
The ISSCR is already a strong organization, but those of
us on the Executive committee, the Board of Directors,
and the many committees that serve the ISSCR are eagerCell Stem Cell 1, August 2007 ª2007 Elsevier Inc. 157
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more to the membership. If you are committed to stem
cell research, then I encourage you to become a member
of the ISSCR. In addition to reduced subscription rates to
this journal, members enjoy privileged access to the
website contents, reduced registration fees for the annual
meeting, and through involvement in ISSCR committees
and leadership, the opportunity to shape the mission158 Cell Stem Cell 1, August 2007 ª2007 Elsevier Inc.and activities of the society. The society needs a strong
membership in order to speak with an authoritative and
unified voice on the critical issues facing the field and to
best advance our core mission of promoting productive
scientific exchange and fundamental knowledge, and
advancing human health. Our goal is to have the ISSCR
be the most important organization for stem cell scientists
so that everyone feels compelled to be a member.
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